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REPORT ON THE EVENT 
“YOUTH AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CORNER -  

AWARE AND ACT” 
 
1. Overview of the first event in Youth and Sustainable Development corner 
 
An introduction of Vietnam Green Generation Network and film screening “The Story of Stuff” 
is the first meeting in a new series called “Youth and Sustainable Development corner” under 
the motto “Aware and Act” hold by RLS office Hanoi in cooperation with Live&Learn Vietnam. 
 
Through these events, RLS and Live&Learn would like to support volunteers groups by passing 
interesting information centred on the topic of sustainable development, offering a platform for 
discussion holding training sessions, and help the young volunteers to network with others. The 
first event is also intended to introduce and promote the Vietnam Green Generation Network and 
mobilize support from relevant individuals as well as local and international organisations for 
youth and volunteer groups, which promote awareness and actions for sustainable development 
in Vietnam. 
 
Objectives of the first meeting: 

� Introduce “Youth and Sustainable Development corner” 
� Introduce the process of the “The Story of Stuff” movie translation into Vietnamese and 

the Vietnam Green Generation Network 
� Understand topics of sustainable consumption and production through “The Story of Stuff” 
� Share opinions and understanding on sustainable consumption/production among 

participants, and what they have done for it. 
� Discuss ideas to support Green Generation and youth education in Vietnam 

 
There were 55 people attending the event from diverse sorts of youngsters, voluntary groups, 
NGOs’ and private sectors, aiming to broaden their views on environmental and developmental 
issues, particularly participate in the Vietnam Green Generation Network as well as take actions 
on environmental protection. 
 
2. Results 
2.1.Introduction of Youth and Sustainable Development corner 
Since this is the first event of Youth and Sustainable Development corner, Ms. Do Van Nguyet 
from Live&Learn provided a short introduction on this series of event owned by youth, run by 
youths and for youths, focused on various development issues. With the slogan be Aware and 
Act, the corner is designed to be a destination of youth to share their thoughts, improve their 
knowledge and promote sustainable and responsible practices dealing with 2 hot topics of 
environment and socio-economic development, namely: be Aware and Act against Climate 
Change and Corruption. 
 
2.2.Introduction of Vietnam Green Generation Network (VGGN) 
Vietnam Green Generation Network (VGGN) is a hub of voluntary groups and individuals who 
desire and are willing to be aware and act for better environment. By enthusiastism and actions, 
VGGN believes and promotes sustainable living through raising awareness and changing 
behaviors adapting to climate change. 
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Beside specific activities organized and implemented by club members, VGGN has been 
developing two websites on climate change (www.thehexanh.org) and practical green tips 
(www.tipxanh.com) in order to popularize proper knowledge and promote green living style. 
VGGN youngsters have translated, editted and spread out various products like handbooks, tips, 
films... among network, in which “The Story of Stuff” with Vietnamese subtitle is considered as 
the first child. 
 
2.3.Quiz on Climate Change 
Starting the meeting, a fun quiz is introduced by a young boy Hoang Duc Minh from RAECP 
one of VGGN members aiming to raise awareness on climate change. Five relevant questions on 
knowledge and situation of climate change in Vietnam helped participants to broaden their views 
on this emerging problem. However, the clarification and accuracy of the 2 last questions and 
answers should be improved. 
 
2.4.Youth’s thoughts on environment 
Nguyen Tuan Dat of the Student and Environment club presented his views as well as youth’s 
thoughts on environmental issues through various images of phenomena happening here and 
there. He also shown up his desire and message to take actions as the only way youth should do 
to protect environment and their own lives. 

 
2.5.The film screening 
“The Story of Stuff” is a meaningful and unique film looking at the underside of our production 
and consumption patterns. It is translated into about 26 languages all over the world and 
especially into Vietnamese by at least 2 volunteer groups: Nhiet Huyet (www.nhiethuyet.org) 
and Talking Green Club (www.tgcvn.org), as the first effort of VGGN. The film includes a lot of 
exciting images and facts which appeal youths to pay more attention to. 
 
Huynh Nhat Hoang from Nhiet Huyet and Hoang Hai Van from Talking Green Club 
representing the translation team shared the reason why they wish to popularize the film as well 
as their feelings and thoughts about it. 

 
2.6.Discussions 
After a short break, five groups called Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Return and Happy gathered and 
discussed problems regarding the film, then presented and responded to relating questions and 
comments. Practical questions on sustainable production problems, shopping and sustainable 
consumption have raised participants’ thoughts and ideas on what they can do in real life with 
small and practical actions to promote sustainable living.  
 
Also, everyone made commitments on what they will do to improve sustainable living for their 
own and in Vietnam as well. Details are shown in Annex 2. 
 
2.7. Feedback and suggestions 
People have high compliments on the film and interesting questions for discussions. At least six 
clubs/organizations (3R, Sn’E, GGC, B&E, an AJC club and CEACE) want to present the film 
in their communities. Particularly they all want to continue such meetings on environment and 
development issues.  
 
About 30% of feedbacks recommend more time for discussion and presentation parts to have 
more thorough and focused understanding. Also, most people expect the diverse participation of 
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youths, some recommend inviting expertise. Young people express their willingness to take 
actions with specific commitments rather than “just talk and talk”.  
Environment, climate change and education are the hottest topics recommended for coming 
meetings, beside other interested ones on corruption/transparency, adolescent reproductive 
health, gender equity, jobs/unemployment, disasters, etc.  
 
Two topics on how 3R project is implemented in Vietnam hosted by 3R club and anti-corruption 
by Live&Learn are suggested to organize soon. 
 
3. Next steps 
- Disseminate the film via the network and promote discussion on sustainable consumption 
- Share commitments and take practical actions 
- Develop one year plan for Youth and Sustainable Development corner, based on the 
participation and event organization by youth as well as volunteer groups. 



                                 
                                    Live and Learn for Environment and Community 
                           E: vietnam@livelearn.org     www.livelearn.org    Tel: 84.4. 37185930 

 

Annexes 
1. Agenda of the event 
 

Time Activity 
18h00 – 18h15 Welcome 
18h15 – 18h30 Opening session. 
18h35 – 18h45 Quiz 
18h45 – 19h00 Youth’s thoughts on environment 
18h30 – 18h35 Introduction of Vietnam Green Generation 
19h20 – 19h30 Sharing from the film translation team 
19h00 – 19h20 Film screening “The Story of Stuff” 
19h30 – 20h00 Group discussion 
20h00 – 20h10 Tea break 
20h10 – 20h45 Presentation. Q&A. 
20h45 - 21h00 Closing 

 
 
2. Discussion results 
 

Group and Question Discussion Commitments 
Could you point out the 
pros and cons of trying to 
buy the cheapest goods? 
 
Let’s share green tips on 
REDUCE and your action 
commitments. 
 

Pros: 
- Save costs 
- Use remaining products 
- Stimulate to use cheap goods 
- Stimulate to apply new 
technology in order to produce 
cheap goods 
 
Cons: 
- Low quality, even toxic 
- Unsure origins 
- Unfriendly production 
- Unfair trade 

- Save water in daily life 
- Use compact light to save power 
- Save time and do useful works 
- Turn off or apply stand-by mode 
for computers when stopping 
working 
- Reduce plastic bags 
- Less turn on air-conditioner 
- Wear less clothes 
 

The film talks about 
American consumption 
habit or consumption 
culture. Link to Vietnam 
situation, could you show 
of the familiarity and 
differences? 
 
Let’s share green tips on 
REUSE and your action 
commitments. 
 

The familiarity: 
- Trends to consume more and 
dispose faster 
- Impacts by media, 
advertisements… 
 
The differences: 
- Knowledge and awareness on 
product quality, distribution 
systems 
- Low income 
- Saving habits 
- Culture and politics 

Clothes to help poor people, make 
new things or use as cloths… 
 
Paper to be two-sided printed and 
selling to recycle 
 
Electronic devices to make new 
things 
 
Saving water by reusing to bath, 
wash or water trees 
 
Reuse plastic bags for times 
 
Reuse cans, bags, packets to make 
toys or containers 
 
Use foods to make compost 

When you know a factory 
causing negative effects on 
environment and/or 
society, what do you think 
and what can you do? 
 

- Figure out 
- Denounce 
- Communicate 
- Boycott products 

- Make toys or new products from 
disposed things 
- Make eco-bags from unusable 
materials 
… 
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Let’s share green tips on 
RECYCLE and your 
action commitments. 
 
Due to the film and link to 
Vietnam situation, could 
you recognize the most 
unsustainable consumers 
and the products consumed 
least sustainably? 
 
Let’s share green tips on 
RETURN and your action 
commitments. 
 

Their concepts of sustainable 
consumption 
 
The most unsustainable consumers 
are: 
- Shopaholics who buy 
unnecessary stuffs 
- Over-consumers 
- Unwholesome young people 
- People who lack environmental 
knowledge 
 
The products consumed least 
sustainably may be: 
- Fashion and  
- Electronic stuff 
- Junk food 

- Collect waste and recycle, make 
compost 
- Find and use clean fuels 
- Saving energy 
- Do not use wildlife-originated 
products 
- Reduce plastic bags 
- Vegetarian diet 
- Walk and cycle 
- Plant trees 

People have most stuff than 
ever before but 
the happiness is actually 
declining. 
Do you agree with Annie? 
Why and why not? 
 
HAPPY: Let’s share with 
youth how to live more 
sustainably and happily. 
What do you like to 
support “Youth and 
Sustainable Development”? 
 

Happiness depends on each person’s view. We should balance our lives. 
 
Youth should: 
- Care ourselves 
- Learn and be aware 
- Do not be selfish but sharing to get more 
- “Practice what one preaches” 
- Be creative 
- Be united 
- Ask and find answers 
 
 

 
 
3. Some photos of the event 
 

 
Before opening 

 
Sharing of film translators 
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Discussion 1 

 
Discussion 2 

 
Group Reuse 

 
Group Recycle 

 
Group Reduce 

 
Group Return 
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Group Happy 

 
Summing up 

 
 
4. List of participants 
 

No. Name Organisation 
1.  Dorit Lehrack rls, office vietnam 
2.  Tran Hong Nhung rls, office vietnam 
3.  Duong Huong Giang rls, office vietnam 
4.  Nguyen Thi Trinh rls, office vietnam 
5.  Do Van Nguyet Live&Learn 
6.  Ta Quynh Anh Live&Learn 
7.  Le Thi Thu Huong Live&Learn 
8.  David Brown VietnamNet 
9.  Dao Thu Hien Talking Green Club (TGC) 
10.  Hoàng Hải Vân TGC 
11.  Nguyễn Trâm Anh TGC 
12.  Huỳnh Nhật Hoàng Nhiet Huyet group 
13.  Hoàng ðức Minh RAECP 
14.  Lê Duy Anh RAECP 
15.  Lã Minh Phương RAECP 
16.  Nguyễn Tuấn ðạt Sn’E 
17.  Lê Hồng Chiến Sn’E 
18.  Trần Xuân Việt Go Green Club 
19.  Dương Thúy Hà Go Green Club 
20.  Nguyễn Thị Lan Hương C4E 
21.  Nguyễn Ngọc Huy C4E 
22.  Nguyễn Thị Nga 3R-HN Project 
23.  Hoàng Thị Lan Chi 3R 
24.  Trần Thị Ánh Phượng B&E 
25.  Nguyễn Thị Hồng Cẩm Smax 
26.  Nguyen Thuy Duong  GreenZoom-Creating & Sharing 
27.  Luu Duc Hiep  GreenZoom-Creating & Sharing 
28.  Vũ Thế Lực Hanoi Associations of Volunteers 
29.  Tr ðức Tùng HSPH 
30.  Ngô Anh Tuấn Vicongdong 
31.  Panchanan VSO 
32.  Trịnh Thu Hà VUFO 
33.  Nguyễn Quang Thành UNDP 
34.  Bùi Thanh Thủy CandE 
35.  Nguyễn Văn Duyên SRD 
36.  ðỗ Quang Lâm WARECOD 
37.  Phạm Văn Toản WARECOD 
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No. Name Organisation 

38.  Nguyễn Thị Thu Hồng CEACE 
39.  Bùi Thị Tuyết CEACE 
40.  Nguyễn Thị An Hằng CEACE 
41.  Nguyễn Thị ðức Vân CENEV 
42.  Vũ Văn ðức CENEV 
43.  Nguyễn Minh Nhật IDEA 
44.  Nguyễn Huệ Phương Action for the City 
45.  Hải Thanh  
46.  Trần Nguyên Anh Thư  
47.  Lê Thị Thu Hiền Oxfam Anh 
48.  Lê Thu Hà  
49.  Nguyễn Thị Ngọc Tú Hanoi-Amsterdam high school 
50.  Nguyễn Phượng Quỳnh Anh  
51.  Vũ Như Việt Hương  
52.  Nguyễn Minh Thành Bảo Lộc, Lâm ðồng 
53.  ðỗ ðức Sơn Sở TDTT Hà Nội 
54.  Lê Văn Thắng Megastar E&C 
55.  Lê Thị Hương Cơm chay Hà Thành 
56.  Nguyễn Phương Loan Tri Thuc Publishing House 
57.  Lê Thu Thủy PACCOM 
58.  Phùng Nguyệt Anh Hanoi Television 

 
 


